Erie-Buffal o 2000

Anot her season is upon us and EB is ready to get going. The hot stove |eague
as usual is rife with runored signings (T Blarr, N Wcker, Eddie Jr.) and
conebacks (d enno, Kirby) of various players and the anticipated addition of
Gary Klunmpp full tinme to our pitching staff. Ral ph was the graci ous host of
the EB team party that again is a first class blow out as the guest |ist has
grown and nore people wake up the next day wonderi ng what happened the ni ght
before. No MVP trophy was awarded t his year as we sucked and in the ol d adage
of Branch Rickey, “we can finish |ast with whoever we may want to name MVP, so
what does it matter”. Ralph is awarded signed balls for a victory in the
Qakvi | | e Tournament and for scoring his 500'" run. Again the players have

their own ways of getting ready and Lenny’ s warehouse is again EB version of
Spring Training as pitchers and catchers, B Ward, Pep and Lenny reported in
January. Perx has also joined this bunch as he intends to toe the rubber a few
nore times this year. Pep is runored to miss half the season due to work
obligations but this is just Ralph fanning the runmor mlls as it nakes for
good press. Perx and Klunpp' r have secured dates at two |ocal golf dones for
after m dni ght and before sunrise get togethers where we can hit, throw and
take infield. This is sonething new for us this year. Qur roster |ooks |ike
this to start 2000:

C- Len Previte (Lenny)
1B- Mke Myers (M key)
2B- Ral ph Proul x (Ral ph)
SS- Dan Ingersoll (Danny)
3B- JimProul x (Perx)

LF- Pete Englert (Pete)
CF- Ed Warneke (Eddie)
RF- Paul Englert (Pauly)
OF/ P- Steve Pepi (Pep)
OF/IF- Jimy Galbo (G
P/ I F- Bob Ward (B Ward)
P- Gary Kl unpp (Kl unmpp’r)
P- Jeff Ward (J Ward)

OF- Nate Wcker (Nate)

Thursday April 5 — Cazenovia Park — Practice rained out. It was 70
degrees this past weekend an early spring everyone thinks but this is typical
Buffalo and if you don’t know this story by now, you are stupid. This tinme of
year anything can happen. You can only keep trying. Received the tourney
schedul e today and we have added two new ones to the old standby’s. One in
Otawa in June and another in Chippewa in July. The Otawa tourney we are
being “enticed” to attend by being paid $400.00 C$ (1.37 U$) for traveling
expenses because none of the other teans fromthe Southern Ontario Vintage



Loop want to attend and the region nmust be represented in tawa. Ralph is al
over it and we will be there.

Friday April 7 — Delaware Park — 45 degrees but we are out there.
We go right to BP but a |ot of hand stingers and a lot of wild pitching by
Eddie Jr. who may have to be left behind for extended spring training. He was
a late spring pickup, another in a long line of players that used to play but...
Qur take is the kid was a degenerate, not a bad thing for EB, but the kid is
young, stupid and from South Buffalo with a knocked up girl friend and a
suitcase full of excuses. He hits B Ward tw ce and can not find the plate.
Pitchers throw off the hill. A quick infield and we are done. Perx, Ral ph, B
Ward, G Pauly, Pep and Eddie Jr. are there. Al different EB hats for the
second year in a row. W go get food at Danny’'s restaurant afterwards and as
soon as we see himhe shatters a glass by dropping it on the floor. E 6, bad
onen. Danny has made it back froma March snowboarding trip. Only has one
brui se and no broken bones. Not a brain surgeon here as he apparently never
heard the story of Jim Lonborg followi ng his Cy Young season when he was
chasing Eva Marie Saint down a ski hill and... Good work Danny, you lived to
tell about it. Perx infornms us his body has only |ived the equival ent of 48
years based on an Internet survey about his lifestyle. W also | augh about the
fact that sone tine when we are old, gray and unable to play, we can pop in
the 1997 video fromthe Coops and watch Perx start the gane ending DP and
G enno (two 300 ganes and a 299 in the past three weeks!) finish it by
spinning the runner off the plate. Life is great. Let the ganes begin. Spring
training ganme vs. St. Janmes this Sunday although the forecast calls
for..... snow

Sunday April 9 — Centennial Park — Gane snowed out. OK, cut the
bullshit. MIldest winter on record, over 100 years, and it’s fucking snow ng
on April 9'". Even the rest of the week | ooks the sane. Are you ki ddi ng?

Saturday April 15 — Delaware Park — 70 degrees and sunny. Finally.
A good qui ck one-hour, forty-five mnute workout. Pauly gets a little testy
wi th Pep because he has been running his ass off shaggi ng while Pep hangs out
at first for the occasional infield play. Spring training gane tonorrow at
Centennial vs. St. Janes. Fundraiser for the Eldredge Club is tonight.

Sunday April 16 — Centennial Field Vs St. Janes (Spring Training) —
EB | oses 13-10. Tenperature has dropped twenty degrees overnight. W give up
back-to-back honers in the top of the first to start us off. W then battle
back and nake a gane of it. Good opening work for the squad except for the
| oss but everyone including the rookies, Eddie Jr. and Nate, nake a good
show ng. Eddie Sr. parks a honer and so does G Gs is the first EB bl ast of
the year. He has been pumping iron all winter and it’s paying early dividends.
Tony from M ssi ssauga has gotten a job working for Ral ph and has pl edged to be
the official team scorekeeper for the eighty gane schedul e. He does a good job
today and is still learning the fine art of baseball scorekeeping. He should



have a very interesting sumrer if he can keep pace with the squad. B Ward
springs for the post game festivities after winning $138.00 in the 50/50
raffle at the Eldredge Cub fundraiser |last night. A few beers [ater and Lenny
is vehenently disputing his “l oosey-goosey” coment that nade its way into a
Buf fal o Magazi ne article about EB that M *“Stunpy” Ward wrote.

Wednesday April 19 — Delaware Park — Practice rained out, 30-40
degrees, rainy.

Friday April 21 — Delaware Park — Carbon copy of Wednesday except
that instead of rain it is snowing for Christ-sakes. This is such bullshit.
They are calling for rain every day with tenps in the 30°s and 40’s for the
next week. Not much hope of playing our exhibition ganme tonorrow.

Saturday April 22 — Centennial Field — Spring training gane
post poned due to snow, cold, etc...

Monday April 24 — Caz Park — W practice! Low 50's and sun if you
can believe that. Caz 1 is re-sodded and has installed a clay infield. Looks
real good if they could only do sonething with M. Sun. Batting practice is
pretty tough as one m ght expect. Good to get out.

Wednesday April 26 — Centennial Field — W practice again. Better
to practice here so we can try and hit the long ball and learn that skill. W
go once through the order in BP and then decide to go around again as each of
us junp in for five swings to try and hit a homer. The first round results in
ZERO honers. B Ward, Lenny, Nate and M key hit the fence. W are weak. W try
a second round and Lenny wins it by banging one. 3:00 gane this Sunday agai nst
the new and i nproved Vinny's, now called the Warri ors.

Sunday April 30 — Centennial Field — Vs Warriors (Spring Trai ning)
- EBwns 13-7. Arare 3:00 PMgane and the Warriors | ook the sanme as | ast
year except that they have played once this norning already and we are told
have a few of their better guys m ssing because of it. W’ Il give themthe
benefit of the doubt. W junp up early and coast to victory. W do however
throw to the wong base allow ng a base runner to nove up, forget how many
outs in an inning tw ce, one of those gets Pauly doubled off third base when
he gets so excited about Pete hitting a ball that |ooks like it will go yard.
The leftfiel der catches it up against the fence while Pauly has crossed the
plate and is watching the catch. He even admts that both third base coaches
told himonly one was out. | won’'t get into it here, you need only reference
the 1998 and 1999 versions of this publication, but are we going to start this
shit again? For the second gane in a row the squad is treated to free beer,
this tinme by Danny who has brought a half keg which is left over fromhis
dad’s retirenent/birthday party. M key m sses the gane due to bowling
conmi t nent s.



Wednesday May 3 — Caz Park — Practice at Caz Two. This session is
intended to be at Centennial so that we can have round two of hone-run der by
but we get there and a high school ganme is on so we race over to Caz. W
smarten up and take dianond two so we don’t have to deal with the sun on
di anond one. A good turn out by the squad as opening day | oons this Sunday.
However, it quickly turns into disaster. On the first fly ball hit in fielding
practice, Klunpp'r is sent headlong into a tree that has occupied right field
at Caz for over 100 years. Full tilt into the 100 year-old tree that is. Down
he goes in a heap as EB | ooks on in disbelief. Wen we |lined up and took our
positions in the outfield just seconds before he and Pep discussed letting
each other know if either of themwere getting close to the tree. At | east
three players were yelling “Tree! Tree!” Klunmpp’'r is sent reeling, his kid has
witnessed it fromten feet away and Klunpp'r is not getting up. An anbul ance
is called, practice is halted and the squad | ooks on. Mkey puts his life
saving training to work and calns the fallen player. He will be all right but
must spend the night at the hospital with a concussion. Practice is del ayed
forty-five mnutes while they tend to Klunpp’'r and EB takes a quick BP before
it gets dark as soon as he is carted away. Over to the Black Thorn afterwards
where Perx regales us in the junping he has received in the hockey tourney he
was just in this past weekend. Seens four or five guys fromthe other team
decided to rough himup while the rest of his teammates were in the | ocker
room sucki ng down beer. Perx has a way of making these stories sound very
funny and it was.

Sunday May 7 — Centennial Field — Vs Kuhn (AA) — EB | oses 9-2.

Kuhn 001 611 0-9 8 1
EB 002 000 0-2 12 2 (0-1 AA) (0-1)

For the second year in a row, Pep gets the opening day start by
default. Last year B Ward went away and this year...well you know the Kl unpp'r
story. Pep actually has a two to one | ead through three but inexplicably |oses
his control in the fourth, walks three nmen and allows six runs. EB collects
twelve hits and three wal ks but can only nuster two runs as we hit into double
plays in the first, second and sixth to end those three innings. Danny
collects three hits and Klunmpp'r throws a scorel ess seventh. Today marks the
debut of the first products of the EB farm system as Tony Fox (K) and Nate
W cker (single) make pinch hitting debuts. Pep bolts the scene in our first
gane of the year.

Wednesday May 10 — Houghton Park — Vs Hone Run Derby (AA) - Rai ned
out .

Friday May 12 — St. Catharine’'s Park — Vs St. Catharine’'s (35) -
Rai ned out. This is disappointing as we were to play in the Blue Jays forner
NY- Penn League park that they vacated when the team was purchased by the NY
Met’s and noved to Staten Island in hopes of putting a professional teamin



Br ookl yn. The ugly weat her that ruined this ganme included a tornado that
ri pped through N agara-on-the-Lake and Youngstown. Very ugly.

Sunday May 14 — Centennial Field — Vs Molly's Pub (AA) - Rai ned
out. This is frickin ridiculous. Three strai ght ganes now Left over effects
of Friday’'s storm W' Il try again Mnday night. The squad is getting a little
ant sy.

Monday May 15 — Sheridan Park — Vs Warriors (AA) — EB | oses 4-2.

EB 000 101 0-2 8 1 (0-2 AA (0-2)
Warriors 002 200 x-4 10 O

This is last years Vinny’'s teamwith a few pickups. A nuch better
ball club with a 610" pitcher. Nothing special but special enough to [imt
the squad to two runs for the second straight gane. Pep starts and falls to oh
and two as EB is stunmbling out of the gate. B Ward and Kl unpp’r also pitch as
with all the rain we are trying to get all the pitchers sone work. Last year
we started four and one and fell apart down the stretch so naybe this year
we'll get hot at the end. Mkey and Lenny drive in runs while Pep hits two
doubl es and scores twi ce. Sheridan-stick is true to its wi ndy nicknane as
gusts reach forty mles an hour. Kl unpp' r and Pep wear the wong socks, as
they show up in the traditional brown when the rest of the squad is sporting
the new Texas orange. Now that’s two lefties for you. The teamis trying to
stay upbeat, as the schedul e does not get any easier.

Thursday May 18 — Burgar Park — Vs Wl land Lesion’s (35) — Rained
out.

Sunday May 21 — Delaware Park — Vs Wechec’'s (AA) — Rained out.
This is getting rem niscent of the sumrer of 1992, which was the nost
m serable rainy sunmer in ny lifetime. It just keeps drizzling and drizzling.
W noved today’' s gane from Centennial to Del aware where Ral ph, Pep and Perx
raked and pushed water off the dianond on Saturday. The di anond | ooked good
yesterday after that if it would only quit drizzling today. The irritating
thingis, if it’s gonna rain, then rain. This drizzle thing is frustrating and
bul | shit!

Monday May 22 — Del aware Park — Vs Kuhn Construction (AA) — EB
| oses 6-5.

Kuhn 012 002 1-6 7 1
EB 032 000 0-5 9 5 (0-3 AA) (0-3)

Klumpp’r throws a gemin his first start of the year but EB
squanders 3-0, 5-1 and 5-3 | eads and | oses the game when Pep, in relief in the
bottom of the seventh, tries to get cute when intentionally walking a hitter



and attenpts a pickoff at first base on a full count pitch. He throws the bal
away and in cones the game-wi nning run. Just get the goddammed hitter! The
loss is a bitter one as five of the six runs are unearned. An error in the
second and three nore in the third cause Klunmpp’'r to not have enough gas | eft
to conpl ete seven and Pep garners his third |l oss of the young season. EB is
now oh and three and the squad is speechless. G has a two-run single in the
2" and Pep contributes a two-run sacrifice fly as Ral ph scores from second
after the left fielder falls down making the catch. M key boonms a double to
right center in the second to get the scoring started as we junp up three to
not hi ng. Pauly hoses Mkey Lew at first on a line drive to right field but
does not get the call. He has himby a good step. Oher than the five errors
and Pep’s ill-advised throw, the squad plays solid fundanental ball. Perx |ays
down two sacrifice bunts and the team steals four bases. Pauly gets hooded.
Pep bolts...again.

Wednesday May 24 — Del aware Park — Vs Hone Run Derby (AA) — EB
| oses 7-5.
EB 004 000 1-5 5 0 (0-4 AA) (0-4)

HRD 102 301 x-7 8 4

The skid continues and has now reached four ganes. This tinme we
squander a four to one lead, rally in the 7'" and fall short. The game is
del ayed for ten mnutes due to a driving rainstormin the bottom of the 5th.
The gane continues but the infield is littered with puddl es although the
footing is solid because of the red clay that is laid down there. Qur team
hitting is the story of haves and have-nots. Four guys are hitting .364 and
above and five guys are hitting .182 and bel ow. Once we all get in the groove
together, hopefully that will translate into wins. Qur pitching and defense
have been pretty good but our sticks have struggled as we collect only five
hits today. Danny nakes a spectacul ar diving play at short and M key picks him
up with a scoop at the other end. W also nake a nice relay play fromPauly to
Ral ph to Gat third but the unp misses Gs tag and the guy gets a triple and
eventual |y scores. Lenny also gets hosed at first on an infield single that he
| egged out. He was already by the bag when the unp thunbed him M key has the
new all white uniformcovered in red clay fromhis usual pigpen routine. W
play in the M ssissauga Tournanent this weekend and we wear that uniformin

the first ganme so it will be interesting to see how white he can get that un
by gane tinme Saturday. South Park Eddie bolts during the rainstormtelling the
guys that it’s too cold and we’ll catch himlater. Can you say Schnel | man?

Saturday May 27 — Quinnipac Park — Vs Tillsonburg O d Sox (35T-
M ssi ssauga) — EB | oses 2-0.

EB 000 000-0 3 1 (0-5)
Tillsonburg 100 01x-2 5 0



Qur bats are totally shut down as we drop the opener to the
tournanent, collecting only three hits. Pitching and defense is solid but we
can never get the big hit. Bob Corn K's with the two on and two out in the top
of the fifth and Pep K's tw ce |ooking, once with a runner at third and one
out in the third, which represents the squads best chance to score. Pep al so
nmust resort to pretending to be hit by a pitch leading off the last inning to
save hinself the enbarrassnent of being hooded. Pete, Pauly and G collect the
only EB hits. Tillsonburg has a nunber of very good pitchers but this is
not hi ng we have not seen. Not a good start. The teamis desperate for a w n,
any wi n agai nst anybody. Nobody had a cl ean uniformtoday after Wdnesday
ni ghts nuddy di splay at Del aware Park. Lenny, Pete and M key each washed
theirs six tinmes but it still is spotted with red cl ay.

Saturday May 27 — Meadowal e Park — Vs Chi ppewa Chief’s (35T
M ssi ssauga) — EB wins 14-3.

EB 761 000-14 19 1 (1-5)
Chi ppewa 002 001- 3 71

About the only team we can beat right now. EB junps out wth seven

inthe top of the first and six in the second as we thunp a | ane squad to keep
our slim chanpi onshi p game hopes alive. Bob Corn is the only guy without a
hit, further proof that EB is draggi ng everyone down! Pep and Ral ph use wood,
M key crashes a three run homer and EB has its first victory of the year.
W'l take it. We'd take it against a little | eague team Klunpp'r is hitting
in this tournament and takes a tunble crossing first base after |egging out a
base hit. Mkey and G collect three RBI while Lenny, B Ward and Pauly chip in
two apiece. G has three hits.

Sunday May 28 — Meadowal e Park — Vs West Mountain (35T
M ssi ssauga) — EB | oses 5-3.

EB 010 110-3 8 2 (1-6)
W Mn. 102 02x-5 9 0

Gee where do we start? 9:00 AM gane, we are at the park at 8:15,
West Mountain is showi ng up around gane tinme. Wio should be nore prepared? W
give themall their runs on various fielding mscues and absolutely kil
ourselves with three horrendous base running gaffes. This includes being
pi cked of f second in the second to kill an uprising. If that isn’t bad enough,
inthe fifth we rally to tie the score at three on a base hit that scores the
tying run and gives us the bases | oaded and no one out. On the play though our
hitter inexplicably makes a dash for second when the base is already occupi ed.
This causes our runner at third to venture off the base anticipating what our
runner at second nmight do now that the batter is bearing down on him Wen he
ventures too far he now gets nailed and instead of the bases | oaded and no one



out we have guys on first and second and one out. Two fuckin’ m stakes on the
sane play! Needless to say, the next two hitters nake out and all we get is
the one run. All we ask for is alittle, just a little, concentration. After
the second m scue, Ralph is beside hinself and |let’s the squad know about it
with a verbal assault that shatters the quiet, churchlike Sunday norning

at nosphere at the park. The team deserves every word of it and nuch, nuch
nore. How can this happen to us? Sixty-five ganmes per year, over 400 innings
of actual gane experience every year for the past seven years. Does anyt hing
ever sink in? We pronptly go out and surrender two runs in the bottom of the
frame to fall behind before being retired quietly in the top of sixth to |ose
t he gane.

Tuesday May 30 — Del aware Park — Vs St. Janmes Zeniths (AA) — EB
| oses 9-6.

STJ 400 010 4-9 8 4
EB 002 040 0-6 6 7 (0-5 AA) (1-7)

A heartbreaking defeat, our fifth in a rowin the | eague as we are
now oh and five. It’'s heartbreaking not only in the way that we |lose it but
al so due to the fact that we played a very good gane for six innings and the
way pl ays happened during the gane seened |ike we were destined to win it. One
of those games where you just have a feeling that all is going right for the
team the planets are all lined up and all that bullshit. Pep starts and
surrenders four in the top of the first before settling down and giving up
only one nore run the rest of the way. W battle back, getting two in the
third and four in the fifth to take a six to five lead going into the top of
the seventh. Pep is lifted in favor of Klunmpp'r. First batter up is a left-
hander and Kl unpp’r induces a tough ground ball to Mkey at first. M key cones
in and nakes a hell of a play fielding the ball on an in between hop for the
first out. We then proceed to boot three ground balls that |ead to four
unearned runs and we don’t respond in the bottom of the seventh and we | ose.
The gane ends on a force at second in which Pep slides hard and gets a piece
of the second baseman who is taking the gane ending force out like a first
baseman. Get your force and get the fuck out of there because the bag bel ongs
to the runner. St. Janes players are too stupid to understand that nost
fundanmental rul e because they are norons. If you want to hang around the base
then you mght get hit. Some post gane shoving ensues but that is the extent
of it. We nake seven errors in the contest and have no one to bl ane but
our sel ves.

Wednesday May 31 — Welland Sports Conplex — Vs Welland Chief’s (AA)
— EB wins 14-6.

EB 180 102 2-14 16 2 (1-5 AA) (2-7)
Chief’s 101 111 1- 6 10 4



Wards to the rescue! B Ward gives us five solid innings, scattering
eight hits and J Ward finishes it up by hurling the final two as we get our
first | eague victory of the year! EB scores one in the first and follows that
up by posting an eight-spot in a second inning that begins with two wal ks
foll owed by five consecutive hits. Lenny and T Fox, our 16 year-old rookie,
both go four for four as Lenny adds a double, a stolen base and four RBI to
the | edger. Perx has three hits and Ral ph score three runs in a good solid al
around victory. The squad col lects sixteen hits and four stolen bases. Al is
finally right in the EB world. W can get on to concentrating on playi ng bal
now t hat we have that big weight off our shoul ders. Thank god that My is
over, the worst nonth of ball playing ever for an EB squad.

Friday June 2 — Delaware Park — Vs Eldridge Cub (AA) — EB | oses
10-9.

EB 050 000 4- 9 13 4 (1-6 AA) (2-8)

EC 501 400 x-10 12 3

One word, ugly. Tenpers are short in this one as we play like shit,
make idiotic errors and nake a | ast i nning coneback that falls one run short.
The gane ends with Ral ph resigning as nanager of EB. The dismal start to the
season coupled with trying to work rookies into the |lineup and the pressure
fromother players that comes with that has reached a boiling point and we as
pl ayers have not made his job any easier. Players are pointing fingers and not
sticking up for one another, as a team should. Eldredge is the defending
| eague chanps but has shown up with a weak squad that is begging to get beat.
EB collects thirteen hits; six walks and a hit by pitch against twelve hits
and one wal k for our opponent but our defense just kills us. T Fox gathers
three nore hits while Pete, Pauly and Mkey chip in with two api ece. W cone
out in the first inning wwth Klunpp'r on the hill and proceed to give up five
unearned runs after two were out and nobody was on. W field ground balls and
just carelessly throw themaway. It has been happening all year and it
continues. Klunmpp'r keeps hitters off bal ance and i nduces weak ground balls
yet we can’'t nmake the easiest of plays to help himout. W nmake four errors
overall (and that is generous score keeping) that result in seven unearned
runs. Can we get any lower than this? The resignation of Ral ph as our manager
seens to divide the teamand his tirade that follows the fourth inning takes

the teans focus off the gane before we mraculously pull it together and rally
for four runs in the top of the seventh, leaving runners at first and third
when the gane ends. W' Il have to see how this ugliest of chapters in EB

hi story plays out. Pete is now nmanagi ng the team

Sunday June 4 — Centennial Park — Vs St. Janes Zeniths (AA) — EB
w ns 13-8.

EB 000 157 0-13 15 2 (2-6 AA) (3-8)
STJ 011 050 1- 8 13 2



In Pete’s first game back at the helm of EB, we get hima victory.
Down two to one entering the fifth, we explode for five to take a six to two
lead. G starts the rally by slamm ng a honer deep over the trees in left
center to lead off the inning and Mkey caps it by crashing a two run triple
to right to score Len and Pep. Pep pronptly goes out and surrenders five runs
in the bottomof the frame before he is lifted which puts us behind seven to
si x but EB answers right back with seven of their owm in the top of the sixth
hi ghl i ghted by Danny and Pep both going yard in the frane. J Ward shuts them
down with two goose eggs over the final three franes to get the win. Ral ph has
two hits and two stol en bases, Lenny collects three hits, Mkey four RBI and
Danny three as every starter has at |east one hit except Eddie who is wal ked
three tinmes out of respect. We collect fifteen hits, eight wal ks and hit three
honmers, four doubles and a triple! What is up with that?

Wednesday June 7 — Welland Sports Conplex — Vs Welland Chief’s (NL)
— EB | oses 8-6.

EB 200 102 1-6 12 2 (3-9)
Chief’s 401 300 x-8 11 3

W junmp up with two in the top of the first on Danny’s | eadoff
base-hit foll owed by consecutive two out singles by Len, Mkey and G but
proceed to give up four in the bottomof the franme which forces us into a
catch-up node for the rest of the gane, a role that EB and it’s pop gun attack
is not very good at. Nine straight hitters are retired fromthe first to the
fourth and we have three runners thrown out on the bases, two at the plate,
the final one com ng as Danny crushes the catcher on a play at the plate for
the final out. The catcher remains down for ten m nutes although he’'s twce
Danny’ s size. Danny wal ks away fromit. The catcher is Batman’d, and the
Chief’s are pissed. They have a nust slide rule but we do not feel it applies
when the catcher is up the line five feet and the runner has no hope of
sliding and reaching the plate. If you are going to cone up the line as a
catcher or any other position player guarding a bag or dish, you shoul d expect
to be run. If you don’'t you are idiots. Beers in the parking lot follow ng the
garme bring up this issue with the Chief’s but they sonehow can’t understand
it. Even when we are explained to that they have played football and | oved
| aying out receivers with hits. Whatever, but Danny is roundly applauded by
his teammates for playing BASEBALL. W col |l ect twelve hits including two each
by Danny, Len, Mkey and Nate but it is not enough.

Thur sday June 8 — Houghton Park — Vs Warriors (AA) — EB wins 12-9.

Warriors 142 020 0- 9 13 3
EB 610 122 x-12 10 4 (3-6 AA) (4-9)

In a wild contest spirited by a few bean balls, J Ward agai n cones
oninrelief of Pep to post two shutout innings to save the victory. EB



answers Vinny's single run to start the game by scoring six in the bottom of
the first but Pep is getting hit hard although four of the first six outs he
records are by strikeout, everything else is a | aser beam as he surrenders
four in the second and two nore in the third. Trailing nine to eight entering
the bottomof the fifth, Mkey and Eddie |ead off with wal ks and G foll ows
with a grunting double to the gap in left center to score themboth and put EB
back on top. J Ward cones in and does his thing over the final two and we’ ve
got a win. Eddie has a homer and four RBI, Lenny collects three RBI of his own
whi |l e Pep scores three runs. Their pitcher is young and cocky which pronpts
Pep to drill himwth a pitch in the top of the fifth. He responds, as he
should, by drilling Pep with a three-oh pitch in the bottomof the sixth. It's
about tine soneone in this | eague played the gane properly.

Sunday June 11 — Centennial Park — Vs Eldridge Club (AA) — EB | oses
11-2.

EC 003 304 1-11 13 1
EB 110 000 0- 2 7 4 (3-7 AA) (4-10)

As with our June 2 contest vs this team they show up injured and
m ssing a few of their players and | ooking to get beat but EB can not sniff
opportunity as we commt four errors that account for eight unearned runs and
| ose a | augher. Take those away and we are in the game. |Instead we take
ourselves out of it and give ourselves the feeling of getting our asses
ki cked. For exanple, we score one in the first and one in the second and | ead
two zip after two. Top of the third, J Ward in command, his chick at the gane
and inspiring him he has two outs and a man on first. W boot a ground ball,
give up a double, drop a fly ball and suddenly we find ourselves down three to
two. Next inning, same score, no errors this tinme but we have retired the
first two hitters on Ks, the only sure way to get some outs it seens. Wen we
don’t get a third strike call on an oh two pitch on the next hitter, we fall
apart and give up four consecutive hits for three runs. Now we are down sSix to
two. Qur anem c offense has runners on each inning but we cannot cash themin,
including the first two batters in the fourth followed by three strai ght outs!
Forward to the top of the sixth, still six to two. The first two hitters are
retired and we then proceed to drop a fly ball and give up four straight hits
for four nore runs and it’s nowten to two. And then just for icing on the
cake in the seventh we get the first two hitters out, boot a ground ball, give
up another hit for another run. Eleven god dammed runs and only three earned
and seven of the eleven runs scoring after two were out and nobody was on.
This has nothing to do with age it has to do with god dammed concentration. W
are so worried about the cliques of players on this team and finger pointing
t hat who knows what the fuck is running through each of our heads when we
shoul d be thinking about the gane situation. This used to be a fun bunch but
with all the crap that has been going on and back biting, it is continuing to
effect our play on the field and threatening to destroy a very good thing,



somet hing that each of us, | don't feel, is ready to give up anytinme soon. EB
has a real crisis on its hands.

Monday June 12 — Sheridan Park — Vs St. Janes Place (AA) — Rai ned
out.

Wednesday June 14 — Cazenovia Park — Vs Molly's Pub (AA) — EB | oses
10-6.

Mol [y’ s 203 320 0-10 12 3
EB 004 010 1- 6 10 6 (3-8 AA) (4-11)

Internal strife continues to contribute to our poor play. This gane
is marked by a post gane “teani neeting at the park in which Ralph is re-
installed as our manager. Hopefully this marks the end of all this bullshit
and cl oses one of the saddest chapters in our team history and we can sonehow
| ook back and laugh at it. It damm near has torn the squad apart for good, as
everyone seens uneasy around everyone el se. Like in a poor game of bow ing,
June 14 will be the frame that we take our pencils and box it off and say from
here on in, EB will focus on the gane at hand, one for all and all for one. To
many good guys on this teamthat have to much fun together to let this bring
us down and rip us apart. Oh yeah.the gane. W get down five zip, rally with
four in the bottomof the third to nmake it five to four, give up three nore in
the fourth and two in the fifth and get beat by the lowy MIIly s squad. W
are so fractured and are such a joke that even an attenpted a pitching change
does not happen as the inmates are running the asylum The 100 year-old tree
inright field is still there, an eerie remnder to Klunpp’r to stay on the
hill and out of the outfield. Like the Wzard of Oz, just stay on the yellow
brick road where you belong and don’t be tenpted to pick the apples. It’s been
a sad day so I'mtrying to close it with sonme hunor.

Friday June 16 — MacMIlan Field — Vs Thorold Jr’'s (AA) — EB wi ns
10-7.

EB 021 060 1-10 17 5 (4-8 AA) (5-11)
Thor ol d 000 060 1- 7 8 O

The new chapter of EBis off to a good start. Typical of every tine
we play here, it’s a Friday night and EB i s shorthanded, playing guys out of
position and scouring the bushes to get players. Qur farm system has produced
t hough as we recruit Kevin Wcker (K-Man) for his first EB appearance as he
conmes up and plays third base for us. That gives us three rookies (Nate, T
Fox, K Man) in the |ineup. W have ten players and sport an order of N Wcker-
LF, R Proul x-1B, Pep-P, L Previte-CF, M Mers-C, T Fox-RF, J Gal bo-SS, B Ward-
2B, K Wcker-3B. W have J Ward in the bullpen but don't allow himto stick, a
rarity for an EB extra, but a quick look at his stats will reveal the reason.
Besi des he’'s our ace closer tonight and we'll need himin a big way. Qur



makeshi ft order battles to give us a three nothing |ead at the end of four

i nnings, hi-lighted by Lenny’s bonb into the Parc Jarry swimmng pool in |eft
field. He loves this park and pulls that stunt every year! In the top of the
fifth EB erupts for six runs as the first six nmen get on base in the inning
and each of them score! However, one of the hits is Pep’'s sure triple but he
pull's up | ane between first and second with a |eg problemand turns it into a
double and his return to the hill is uncertain. Mkey has kept the kids off

bal ance with his pitch selection so far but Pep is now nmssing with his
pitches in the bottomof the fifth. Wth two out, a man on first and no runs
in an error prolongs the inning and the hits start boom ng around the park.
Everything is getting hit hard and before you know it six runs have scored and
Pep still can’'t get the third out. J Ward springs fromthe pen to get the | ast
out but it’'s a gane again. EB adds a run in the top of the seventh and J Ward
hol ds themdown in the bottomof the franme to gain a nuch-needed EB victory.
Stats tonight are plentiful as everyone chips in. Fox and Pep each have three
hits, Nate Ral ph, Len, Mkey and B Ward chip in two each G adds a double and K
W ck adds solid defense and two clutch wal ks in our two biggest innings. N
Wck also drives in four runs and J Ward cones out of the pen to throw two and
athird solid innings to get the win. What a crazy gane. DBR from Pep’s work
is our lone fan and awards K Wck the MWP for his solid fundanental play.
Beers taste great after the ganme as N Wck predicts the nipple size on our

wai tress at the bar. He says they are dark brown and quarter size. Not sure if
we'll ever be able to settle this bet.

Sunday June 18 — Del aware Park — Vs Partner’s (AA) — Doubl eheader
rai ned out.this sucks.

Monday June 19 — Sheridan Park — Vs Molly’s Pub (AA) — EB wins 12-

EB 100 506-12 10 4 (5-8 AA) (6-11)
Mol ly's 001 302- 6 8 3

EB cruises to victory behind B Ward and Klunmpp’r in charge as they
hol d our opponent to only eight hits. Mkey has three hits and Lenny two as
each of themdrive in three runs. Ralph and G each drive in two runs and score
two runs. Eddie wal ks three tines as Molly' s pitches around himall night and
the squad victim zes their weak catching by stealing eight bases. W ice the
gane with a five run fourth and a six run sixth with big RBI hits by Lenny and
M key in each of the innings. That's two straight wins now and the team at
| east appears to be playing better ball.

Wednesday June 21 — Del aware Park — Vs Partner’s (AA) — EB | oses 9-

Partner’s 500 100 3-

9 7
EB 100 001 0-2 7

1
6 (5-9 AA) (6-12)



B Ward is forced to start his second gane in two days as Nuke shows
up fifteen m nutes before gane tine. Probably enough tine to get ready but the
way the state of EB has been this year, it is not going to cut it. The team
with all the turnmoil this season has brought upon us, is |let down before the
first pitch of the ganme as you can collectively feel us all sick of the
i nfighti ng we have had. Instead of concentrating on the gane players are
di scussing the nerits of the nove and we cone out in the top of the first
i nning and surrender five unearned runs, aided by three brutal errors to put
us into an imedi ate hole. Players seemto be playing for thensel ves instead
of each other. W answer with one in the bottomof the first but cannot put
anything together after that as we score one nore in the sixth and | ose
nmeekly. Six errors do not help our cause as EB remains a team divi ded.

Thursday June 22 — Burgar Park — Vs Welland Lesion’s (35) — EB wi ns
4-2.

EB 000 111 1-4 7 1 (7-12)

Lesion’s 010 001 0-2 3 3

A tune up for this weekends O tawa Tournanent, we scrape together a
victory as we have nine players, have to enlist K-Man to play third and have

Perx finish the last two innings on the hill. K-Man is still looking for his
first EB hit but plays flawess third while drawing a wal k, stealing a base
and scoring a run. Perx hurls a brilliant final two franes giving up only an

unearned run. Mkey is catching again and Ralph is at first in our nmakeshift

I ineup. B Ward works a perfect two innings to get the victory. W all have the
day off tonorrow and will assenble at 9:00 AMto caravan our way to Otawa.
Everyone is |l ooking forward to facing sone new tournanent teans and hitting
the road for uncharted ball fields. This probably cones at a good tine for EB
as nmuch |i ke when Dean Worner was com ng down on Ani mal House back in ‘62, the
boys had to rectify their situation and re-bond with a road trip.

Saturday June 24 — Kinsman Field (Upper) — Vs Petawawa (35T) — EB
W ns 6- 3.

Pet awawa 210 000-3 8 2
EB 201 03x-6 10 2 (8-12)

EB has arrived at the park after the seven-hour journey on Friday.
No hi ccups as our caravan noved along in very businesslike fashion. After
getting down by two early Ral ph singles and with two out Lenny bonbs a hone
run to tie the score in the first. W give back a run in the second but B Ward
and Pep post zero’'s fromthere and we have captured gane one. G Lenny and
Eddi e each have two hits, Lenny drives in three and both Eddies hits are
doubl es while Ral ph pilfers a couple bases and B Ward has a perfect day with a
hit, RBI, wal k and SB. Checking out the conpetition so far anyway | ooks |ike
we shoul d be in good shape. M ssissauga is here and is always a good test but



we can only neet themin the finals. The park has an upper and | ower dianond
and they have intermttent nusic and announci ng throughout the gane. Maybe it
is because we won this ganme but the park has a good feel to it.

Saturday June 24 — Kinsman Field (Lower) — Vs Kanata Brauneister’s
(35T) — EB wins 7-1.

EB 202 021-7 9 0 (9-12)
Kanata 000 100-1 6 4

A fairly easy gane as the sun is out and the park is hot. W score
two in the first and do not surrender our first hit until the fourth inning.
Klunmpp’r has two hitless innings to get us started as he gets the win. Ral ph
scores three runs on two hits and two stol en bases while Lenny is two for two
with a wal k a double and three RBI. Gis perfect going one for one with a sac
fly and a HBP. W are in great shape now as we should be able to handl e
whi chever team we face in the norning on our way to the finals. That's a
little cocky but we are full of confidence. Rain is forecast but blue sky's
today make us feel like it will sonehow mss us. It's off to OQtawa Gty
tonight to eat with the $400.00 we got to nmake the trip and then back to the
hotel for some fun before tonorrows ganes.

Sunday June 25 — Otawa Tournanment — Rained out. It’s been raining
since around 2:00 AM and | nean a serious rain, non-stop, sideways. \Wuat a
bummer as there is no hope whatsoever of playing the ganes. W have ki cked
around for the norning sonmehow not wanting to give in to the inevitable before
conceding fate, eating our breakfasts and slowy nmaki ng our trek back hone.
Was a di sappointing end to a great weekend. This year sucks!

Thursday June 29 — Schiller Park — Vs Hone Run Derby (AA) - Gane
suspended, 10-10 after seven innings.

HRD 221 400 1-10 18 2
EB 131 004 1-10 11 1

Forced to play at Schiller, AKA “Watt’s East” due to the nunerous
rainouts in this sumrer fromhell the squad rallies froma nine to four
deficit to tie it up in the bottomof the seventh and actually have a chance
townit with the bases | oaded and two outs before the final out is recorded.
W sit out a fifteen mnute hail storm between the second and third innings in
whi ch the sun cones out, double rainbows appear in center field yet it
continues to pound hail on us. What the hell! Ral ph has eased the unpires
mnds by letting themknow the field is fine and we can get the gane in
because “it’s the | ongest day of the year baby”! The unps think that we are
fruitcakes. W return to the field, which is sloppy, Pep gets raked for nine
runs before B Ward conmes in to save the day. He hol ds HRD down over the fina
three frames, which gives EB a chance to rally back. Eddie collects three



hits, makes two sparkling catches in center and throws out a runner at the
plate in the fifth to give us a chance while Mkey is a perfect two for two
with two SF's, two RBI a two-base hit and a stolen base. Pete has three RB
and two hits, none bigger than the two run single in the pitch dark bottom of
the seventh to get us within a run just before Eddie ties it with a single. G
is hurt during the sixth inning rally as the catcher lands on his |leg after
trying to apply a tag on him G nust | eave the gane. The gane ends at 9:10 and
the last two innings at the plate are an adventure in the | ate evening

gl oam ng. Nate | oses his bat sonehow as rain continues to fall and the teamis
huddl ed under a tree for their post ganme beer. What a shit night weather w se.
We head over to Rafferty’ s for post gane beers.

Friday June 30 — Del aware Park — Vs Molly’'s (AA) — EB wins 9-0.

EB 124 020 0-9 12 3 (6-9 AA) (10-12)
Mol 1y’s 000 000 0-0 2 3

J Ward carries a no-hitter into the seventh but loses it on a
bl oop single to left. He ends up settling for a nmasterful two hitter with
el even K's. This gane is a cakewal k and that is not sonething EB can say
often. B Ward continues his torrid hitting going three for four while Lenny
hovers near the .500 mark at the third waypoint of the season. Perx has two
hits and a RBI and Nate drives in twd. Eight different EB players have a RBI
Landmark event here tonight though is that G cones to the gane in street
clothes, a victimof a severe charley horse after getting stepped on at the
plate while scoring on a passed ball last night. For this to happen G has got
to be near death. He certainly will die someday on the dianond if he has his
way and seeing himat the gane without a uni is a shocking sight. Tonight it’s
all J ward though as he is in total command fromthe first pitch. Lenny calls
a masterful gane and J executes it perfectly. Now comes the holiday weekend
and EB is off until Wdnesday night!!! How can this happen as we continue to
feed off our Otawa weekend and play our best ball of the year.

Wednesday July 5 — Welland Sport’s Conplex — Vs Welland Chief’s
(NL) — EB | oses 17-5. W’ ve been off since Friday night and that is a joke for
EB squad. No ganmes for the long Fourth of July weekend. This gane is a typical
bi zarre effort on the part of these two evenly matches teans. It creates an
interesting line score:

EB 212 0 00 0- 5 7 1 (10-13)
Chief’s 000(17)00 X-17 17 1

What the hell is that? We are doing so well through three and a
hal f innings and then the nightrmare fourth begins. No errors are nade to
prol ong the inning but every single ball that’s hit finds a hole or is just
out of reach of a fielder. The inning is full of bleeders and Texas | eaguers.
Sprackett alone has three hits IN THE I NNING W do have sonme hunor though as



Vel | and’ s catcher who was properly hammered in a collision at the plate in the
June 7'M game by Danny get’s roughed up some nmore. First inning steal attenpt
and Ral ph takes a high throw and brings the tag down right across the kid's
face. The guy goes back to the dugout and is heard bitching about the play and
proceeds to slamthe bathroom door in the dugout. EB can only hide it’s

| aught er by hol ding our gloves up to out faces. It gets better. Bottom of the
sixth and we are getting drilled. Same guys trying to tag at second on a fly
ball to Lenny who is now in center field. The kid s been hosed by Lenny many
times attenpting to steal, just as he was in the first inning tonight, so this
time he'll see if he can make it on Lenny’'s outfield arm It’s not going to
work as Len has himout by twenty feet. Perx is holding the ball waiting for
himand the guy get’s tagged in the face again. He goes berserk and fires his
hel met at Perx, just barely mssing him Perx is surprisingly cool about it

all but lets himknow that if the helmet so nmuch as grazed him he would have
gone to the dugout, got a bat and done a Rodney King on him W at |east get
to take this humor away fromthe di snal gane.

Friday July 7 — West Seneca West HS — Vs Hone Run Derby (AA) - EB
wins 11-10.

HRD 221 400 100-10 19 3
EB 131 004 101-11 12 1 (7-9 AA) (11-13)

In the conpletion of the June 29 gane that was suspended at nine to
nine due to darkness, EB scores quickly to get the win. After both teans go
out one, two, three in the eighth, J Ward holds HRD in the top of the ninth
and Len leads off for EBin the bottomof the frane with a single. Mkey’'s
bunt to advance himto scoring position is perfect and the catcher fires it
down the right field Iline and Len scores all the way fromfirst. J Ward | ooks
sharp and gets the win. W wait ten mnutes and get on to our regularly
schedul ed gane.

Friday July 7 — West Seneca West HS — Vs Hone Run Derby (AA) — EB
| oses 7-6.

HRD 500 200 0-7 9 1
EB 201 010 2-6 8 3 (7-10 AA) (11-14)

We give up five runs in the first inning that spells doomfor the
club. The rmaddeni ng part about the five runs are that wth no runs in, two
outs and two on we surrender four straight hits to plate the five. If we could
only get that third out. W chip away and have the tying run on base in the
| ast of the seventh but Ral ph’s hard shot down the first base line is sonehow
gl oved by HRD' s stone fingered first baseman for the final out. W threaten
t hroughout the gane but are unable to nuster a big inning. W were set for a
sweep after our first gane heroics but we sonehow |l et down in the first inning



and it cost us. Eddie has three hits, two doubles and a triple as he scores
twice and drives in a run. Chippewa tournanent starts tonorrow.

Saturday July 8 — Lion’s Park — Vs St. Catharine’s (35T) — EB wins
11-4.

EB 300 71-11 13 0 (12-14)
St. Kitt's 003 01- 4 6 2

The openi ng gane of the Chi ppewa Tournanent and EB is off to a
flying start. St. Kit's has a new pitcher starting off who appears to have
good stuff. The top of the order roughs himup a bit to start and he becones a
mere nortal and we pound on their second and third pitchers to win going away.
This is a good start as we beat one of the tougher teans at the tourney. G
makes his first appearance as he plays shortstop but he is still hanpered by
his | eg problenms but he is gutting it out. Kuhn rips a honer to drive in three
runs, Lenny is three for three with four RBI, Pauly and K-Man each have two
hits, K-Man getting his first EB hits and Ral ph drives in two and scores two.
It’s always good to kick some St. Kitt’s ass.

Saturday July 8 — Lion's Park — Vs M ssissauga (35T) — EB wins 10-

EB 012 412-10 13 0 (13-14)
M ssi ssauga 110 010- 3 7 4

Al nost a carbon copy of today’'s first ganme. EB is playing solid
ball and has been since the Gttawa Tournanent. W do not nake an error for the
second straight ganme. M ssissauga is always one of the younger teans at the
tournanents, which fits better into EB s style. W face harder throw ng
pitchers with curve balls, which is stuff we are used to seeing. The gane is
close for the first two innings before the squad bl ows the gane open hi-
lighted by B Ward’s nonster HRto left field in the fifth inning to go al ong
with his two hitless innings pitched. Lenny collects three nore hits and four
RBI, Kuhn drives in two nore, Pete, B Ward and Ral ph have two hits each and
M key scores twice. W are now sitting pretty and only a conpl ete coll apse
tomorrow wi Il keep EB fromthe finals. It is snoking hot out today and finally
feeling Ii ke summer as we head over to have sonme beers and watch the big
sof tbal |l tournanment going on outside the beer tent.

Sunday July 9 — Lion’s Park — All ganmes rained out! For the second
time this year our chanpionship dreans are dashed as rain again weaks havoc
with our destiny. This sunmer has been a joke and |I'’msick of saying it.

Al ternative plans will be nade to conplete this tourney over the next week or
so. W were hurting for players and G enno actually had nade the trip just in
case we needed himbut the weather got us again.



Monday July 10 — Sheridan Park — Vs St. Janes Zeniths (AA) — EB
Wi ns 12-4.

EB 323 004 0-12 18 1 (8- 10 AA) (14-14)
STJ 001 021 O- 4 6 1

The beat goes on. This is by far our nost well played gane of the
year and possibly the last two years. J Ward has turned into the staff ace and
the squad junps up imedi ately to a three to nothing lead, which is all J
needs to see when he takes the hill. The defense and Lenny’s pitch calling
take us the rest of the way. This gane has contributions by all the squad as
everyone but T Fox has a hit. Lenny, Perx and M key each have three hits and
the top four in the order are a conbined ten for twenty with six RBI, eight
runs scored and four doubles. W have steadily clinbed back to .500 overal
and to within two ganes of .500 in the |eague.

Tuesday July 11 — Lion’s Park — Vs Chi ppewa |Indians (35) -

Gane cancelled so that St. Kits and West Muntain can use the
di anond in the continuation of the Chippewa tournament fromthis past weekend.
St. Kits wins and has the honor of playing EB for the chanpi onship on Friday
July 21. W get boned out of a game. Typical for the season.

Friday July 14 — Del aware Park — Vs Tenple Cub (35) - Gane
cancel |l ed because TC is in a tournanent starting tonorrow and they don’t want
to wear out their already thin pitching staff. Then why schedule the gane in
the first place? These guys have screwed us out of a gane for the third tine
this year. What’s their probl enf?

Sunday July 16 — Centennial Park — Vs Ml ly' s Pub (AA) - Gane
rained out. A bittersweet cancellation for the squad. Continued freakin’ rain
day after day, week after week is sickening. After our gane |ast Monday night
we experienced our first glinpse of sunmer, as it was sunny and warmall the
way up to Friday afternoon before the rain began again. And of course while we
had this nice weather we were getting screwed out of two games while we sat at
hone playing with ourselves. | can see why people in Seattle kill thensel ves
and have stupid novies about e-mail set in that city. Pete is out at the
di anond at 7: 00AM sweeping the water off the bad spots. Then Ral ph, B Ward and
Pep show up to do sone raking and shop vac-ing. Danny and M key show to give
support while Lenny, as usual, supervises. W spend $50.00 on 120 pounds of
cat litter and have the dianond | ooki ng good. The sun cones out in the top of
the first that has Eddi e and Pep tal ki ng/ whi ni ng about the steam bath this day
is going to becone. But again this is Buffalo in the m serable “sumer” of
2000 and true to formit begins msting. Thank god because we give up el even
runs in the top of the first wth only one ball hit hard as three hideous
errors pave the way. After scoring four in the bottom of the second the gane
is halted due to the persistent m st and sloppy conditions and then the
contest is called.



Monday July 17 — Sheridan Park — Vs Warriors (AA) — EB wins 13-3.

Warriors 010 200 O- 3 4 0
EB 315 400 x-13 14 3 (9-10 AA) (15-14)

We’ ve been playing good ball lately so | can say that this was a
routine victory. J Ward is in total command and Klunpp'r comes in to close out
the victory with a scoreless final two innings as we cruise to the W M key
hits a three-run bonb in the first on his way to a three for three with three
RBI and three RS evening. Inspired Nate follows suit with his own three-run
job in the fourth on his way to a five RBI evening. Pauly has two hits, Pete
drives in two and Lenny scores three tinmes. G has been out of the lineup for
the past three ganes as we try to give himas nmuch rest as possible so we can
have himat crunch tinme. W play good defense again with Perx ranging far and
wide for balls in the vicinity of third base and M key continues to scoop
everything in sight at first.

Friday July 21 — Stonper’s Stadium - Vs St. Catharine’s (35T) — EB
| oses 9-6.

St. Kitt’s 021 400 2-9 15 0
EB 110 031 0-6 13 2 (15-15)

In the bel ated conpl etion of |ast nonths Chippewa tournanment we
drop a close contest. Qur undoing is a four run fourth inning in which we give
up two honeruns. Klunpp’'r hunors us in preparation for the Sydney A ynpics
wth his two tunbling routines. First at the plate with two strikes, a curve
ball sends himto the dirt where he is hunbly thunbed by the unp. The second
is when he slips on the wet grass while rounding third and is not so funny. He
is able to get up and make it honme although we thought he m ght be seriously
hurt but after the ganme is walking fairly well. He’'s listed as day to day. W
strand nine runners and do not recover fromthe three homeruns we give up in
the third and fourth innings. Perx shows his usual Canadi an angst by smashi ng
his hel net against the wall after a diving catch of his line drive in
centerfield in the seventh. Maybe we shoul dn’t shake hands with St. Kit’s
after the gane because of this catch. Very un-vintage |ike behavior to nmake a
great play.

Sunday July 23 — Centennial Park — Vs Wechec’'s (AA) — EB | oses 9-
Wechec’'s 003 411 0-9 14 O
EB 000 403 0-7 10 2 (9-11 AA) (15-16)

Anot her coneback falls short as we fall behind 7-0 and scrap back
to get into the gane. Two bad innings as we give up three in the third and



four in the fourth. It’s not the big guns on their teamthat hurt us but their
fill in player/ manager who nets a three-run honmer and a run scoring ground out
to go with his double and single. Gis still out of the lineup as a result of
bei ng stepped on back on June 29. He says that he is hal fway back. That’s not
good for EB as Gis invaluable in his ability to play many positions while we
| ose one of our legitimate honerun threats. This gane coul d have gotten us to
the .500 mark but now drops us to nine and eleven with a big week of ganes
tonmorrow, Thursday and Friday. We are in fourth place and only a total
col l apse by the squad will keep us fromclinching a playoff spot.

Monday July 24 - Sheridan Park — Vs Home Run Derby (AA) — Gane
suspended, scored tied 9-9.

EB 203 100 3-9 8 4
HRD 140 004 0-9 13 5

A furious three run EB coneback ties the score at nine in the top
of the seventh and Nuke hol ds them down in the bottom of the inning before the
gane is called. Two tines tonight, once in the first and again in the seventh,
Lenny takes advantage of HRD s first baseman playing mles off the bag, gets
anot her two steps and beats routine force plays to second. Both tines the
inning is prolonged and results in five runs, two in the first and three in
the seventh. These are the little things that are avail able every single gane
if you sinply pay attention and are aware. Moving up ninety feet by being
alert is so key and we nust always be aware of these opportunities, as they
are the difference between winning and | osing. Eddie continues his torrid
hitting with a couple nore hits and plays outstanding centerfield defense.
M key continues to scoop everything in sight to pickup the infields wayward
throws and Ral ph continues to resenbl e Bobby Doerr at second base with his
gl ove. The right side of our infield has been a wall all season |ong. EB
enploys it’s deep staff tonight as B Ward is the enmergency starter in place of
the late arriving Klumpp’'r and keeps EB in the gane against a solid hitting
HRD squad. Kl unpp’r cones on and is victimzed by five seeing eye singles that
bounce just out of reach of our infielders and through the cement like infield
dirt. Nuke then is summoned and keeps us cl ose before we tie it up in the
seventh. We cost ourselves the chance to win it in regulation with shoddy
infield throws in the first five innings that |ead to four unearned runs.
Tonight is the final night of Lenny’'s foray into bachel orhood as Trish cones
home tonorrow. He celebrates with his first trip over to St. Janes for post
gane festivities. There he sees what he has been missing all these tines as
Perx hunors us with his story about buying four brown undershirts for our
cutof f uniforns. Seens he wasn't sure if the shirts were brown so he used the
stores color chart, the black guy who was ringing himout at the cash
regi ster, and asked himif the shirts were as brown as him Wiy to go Perx and
a nice try of going to the colorblind card. He just set race relations back
fifty years with that nove nmuch like Leon Lett did in the 1993 Super Bow wth



his stunt when 150 million people worldw de got up and shouted “What a ... 7.
This diary wites itself and Perx is a human quote machi ne.

Thursday July 27 — Del aware Park — Vs Molly's Pub (AA) — EB | oses
9- 2.

Mol ly s 000 006

3-9
EB 001 100 0O-2

4 2
4 3 (9-12 AA) (15-17)

What a joke this game is. W are without M key tonight as he has
made a road trip to Erie, Pa to pickup his ex and Marissa at the airport. W
| ose our | eader and our team conscious and give away a ganme we have got to
win W are actually winning 2-0 after five and Nuke carries a no-hitter into
the sixth but a bloop single to right followed by three wal ks and two batters
hit by pitches and the gane turns around. W set ourselves up for failure in
the fist when with the bases | oaded and one out and Mdl Iy’ s pitcher struggling
to throw strikes Pep tries to score fromthird on a passed ball and gets
tagged out. We don’t score any runs in the frame and for sone reason EB |l ets
this affect themand we play tense the rest of the way. It is the first god
damed i nning so why should we |let that bother us. W have the bases | oaded
again in the third and fail to score, eek across single runs in the third and
fourth, one on Pauly's triple but that is it for the bats. Each teamcollects
only four hits. Klunpp’'r conmes on in relief in the sixth but true to our
nature when he is on the hill we just cannot seemto nmake any plays for him A
m splayed line drive to left clears the bases when it should have been the
third out and three-botched infield plays hi-light the abysmal three run
seventh. Nate gets hooded. This is a ganme that we should have won and we have
no reason to play like we did or to be as tight as we were. The | oss drops us
to nine and twel ve and keeps us two and a half games out of fourth place
behi nd HRD. Further we have a tough schedul e of games starting with Thorol d
tonmorrow night followed by the Eldredge C ub Sunday and Kuhn on Monday. The
squad better get its shit together and soon! Ralph has a little fun with one
of the faggot fans of Milly s who has a pretty big nouth yet when Ral ph goes
to their side of the dianond to coach third base, the pussy all of a sudden
cl ans up because he has no balls. These guys continue to be di ckheads.

Friday July 28 — MacMIlan Park — Vs Thorold Jr’'s (AA) — EB wins 9-

EB 504 000 0-9 14 6 (10-12 AA) (16-17)
Thorold 003 230 0-8 9 3

A nail biter but EB prevails in a nust wwn gane. Ralph is not here
toni ght and has left the squad to be run by Pep. Wat is he.crazy? W have ten
men so we nust be on our best behavior but a bad onen appears in the form of
unpy, the fag unpire that seens to foll ow us throughout Ontari o naking
shittier and shittier calls alnost as if he has a death wish. He will not fail



us in this ganme either. It has poured rain with nasty lighting storns through
out Ni agara County and the city of Buffalo but appears this has been contai ned
to below the | ake. The dianond in Thorold represents a beach as the dirt is

|l ose and in piles and you cannot run worth a shit through it. The weather is
very hot and nuggy and nost players’ sport full brimers by the tinme the first
pitch is thrown. The dirt situation and the slow track that it produces should
be to our advantage as it will slow down the youthful Jr’s and shit, how nmuch
sl ower can EB be? W get five runs in the first when with two outs and the
bases | oaded Pete hits a ground ball to first, a routine first base unassisted
play. The janoke at first base grabs at the ball and starts for first but has
left the ball on the “beach” and is carrying a glove full of dirt. Pete
hustling all the way beats it out and one run scores on the play. W proceed
to score four nore as Nate singles in a run and Perx follows with a three run
doubl e. That is how you hustle and capitalize! W have a five-nothing | ead
going into the bottomof the first. Klunpp'r is going for us but he threw two
last night and is on a very short leash. Lenny is in charge of the staff
tonight and will keep his eye out. W cash four nore in the third, three on
Nate’'s bases clearing triple. Wth a nine to nothing |l ead we proceed to play
horri bl e defense as we always do for Klunmpp’'r and let the Jr’s back into the
game. Plus we continue our trend of scoring big and then trying to hold on as
our bats go silent. Klunmpp'r tires after gutting out five solid innings and
Pep conmes in. He escapes a bases |oaded jamin the bottomof the sixth and we
head to the seventh clinging to a nine to eight |ead. Urpy has been relatively
qui et toni ght although he does punch B Ward out on a extrenely questionable
check swi ng which draws abuse fromthe EB dugout. Perx |eads off the top of

t he seventh and crushes his second shot of the night to the gap in left

center. The ball rolls to the fence and Perx slides into third with a triple.
Thor ol d appeals that Perx m ssed first base and Unpy rings himup! Well you
can only i mgi ne what happens next. Perx in Canada. Perx playing with unpy
unpi ng. Perx getting screwed out of a hit on one of his hardest and | ongest

hit balls of the year. F bonbs start flying as Perx crosses the dianond to
confront the faggot. Kl unpp'r who is coaching first is already laying into
unpy as is the rest of the bench and Pep smartly intercepts Perx on his way to
killing unpy. Perx keeps the abuse up and the squad tries to calmhimas we
now only have nine players with Klunpp'r out of the gane. Perx is beside

hi msel f smashi ng his hel net agai nst the dugout beam and grabbing a bat to do
damage to the bench but we have himcorrall ed and hopefully refrained from
getting tossed. That run woul d have been huge as it would have given us a two-
run cushion as Pep followed Perx’ triple with one of his own but it is not to
be. Perx is seething but under control as we go out to start the bottom of the
seventh. Pep induces a pop up followed by back-to-back strikeouts as Lenny
calls the pitches to perfection and the Thorold hitters are not sure what is
com ng. That put an end this draining gane and gives EB a nmuch- needed wi n. Qur
six (Pete), seven (Nate) and eight (Perx) hitters in the lineup drive in al
nine runs and M key and B Ward add a couple hits each for good neasure.



Sunday July 30 — Centennial Park — Vs Eldredge O ub (AA) - Rai ned
out .

Monday July 31 — Sheridan Park — Vs Kuhn Construction (AA) — Rained
out but not after getting teased as we play the first inning and start the top
of the 2" Pep makes one pitch in the second before a lighting bolt appears
off in the distance and off the field we cone. Then it begins raining and the
shit begins again. EB does not play. Pep actually had a one, two, three inning
inthe top of the 1° and in the bottom Eddie |l ed off with a double, Pep
singled himin and after two outs were nade Nate hit a two-run bonb to
straight away center. Al is for naught though as the sumrer from hel
continues. Pep was skippering again tonight in Ralph' s absence and had to
scranble as Klunmpp’'r and J Ward both show up late and can not start and we
have to get G out of his street clothes and into a uniform al though he is
still on the DL and can hardly run.

Wednesday August 2 — Welland Sports Conplex — Vs Welland Chief’s
(NL) - Rained out. The gane is pushed from7:30 to 8:30 earlier in the day to
accommodate a kid s gane before ours. They play their game and we begin
warm ng up for ours. During infield practice the freakin rain begins and
before you know it we are having beers in the dugout. This was to be the third
gane in a row Pep was to start but obviously he has the squad hexed. Sunday,
Monday and Wednesday rain outs. B Ward mi sses the ganme due to a persistent
cough he has had since the Gttawa trip.

Thur sday August 3 — Delaware Park - Vs St. Janmes Place (AA) -
Rai ned out.

Sunday August 6 — Centennial Park — Vs Warriors (AA) — EB wins 7-0.

W win a gane by forfeit. Trailing 7-3, the bottomof the fourth
ends as B Ward K s their catcher |ooking. The guy pronptly starts bitching and
fires his bat, which flies over the fence by the dugout, into the stands and
nails his own girlfriend. He is i medi ately bani shed fromthe contest and
wi t hout enough players, his teamnust forfeit. Another victory for WFord as
he remai ns undefeated as an EB pitcher. | guess we’'ll take them any way we can
get them

Monday August 7 — Sheridan Park — Vs Eldredge Cub (AA) — Rained
out .

Wednesday August 9 — Del aware Park — Vs Kuhn Construction (AA) -
Gane rained out. Blessing in disguise. After EB is set down in order in the
top of the first, Pep goes out and proceeds to give up hits to the first six
hitters including a double, triple and honer to conplete the reverse cycle.
Trailing five zip, the rains begin in the top of the second and the gane is
washed out. Nightmarish season of rain continues.



Friday August 11 — Delaware Park — Vs Partner’s (AA) — EB | oses 11-

EB 000 000 0- 0 51 (11-13 AA (17-18)
Partner’s 201 242 x-11 14 2

Shut out on five hits. Not much to say about this ganme. Eddie has
two hits, Lenny, Mkey and Ral ph have the others. Pep starts and | oses again
Klunpp’'r throws the sixth and in typical fashion, gets the first two guys out,
then | oads the bases but appears to get out of it until an error prolongs the
inning and costs us two runs. He has got the B Ward di sease as we just refuse
to pickup the ball for him

Sunday August 13 — Centenni al Park (Doubl eheader) — Vs El dredge
Club (AA) — Gane # 1 EB | oses 13-7.

EB 031 000 3- 7 9 1 (11-14 AA) (17-19)
EC 401 062 x-13 10 1

A great day to play two unless you are on the wong end, which we
were. First of all we can’t believe it stayed dry enough to fit in two full
ganes! Game one we only trail five to four heading into the bottom of the
fifth. Lenny has | aunched a nonster honer in the third to bring us within a
run. However the first seven nmen reach base in the bottomof the fifth and six
of them score to blow the gane open. Pep cones on in relief in the bottom of
the sixth and K's their cleanup hitter with a Leephus pitch. Mybe the
i njection of hunmor here will | oosen us up. Lenny | aunches his second honer of
the gane in the seventh as we rally for three runs and gets us hopefully in
the right franme of mnd for ganme two. Lenny ends up three for four with two
honers, a double, two runs scored and two RBI. Pauly also chips in tw hits
and is hit by a pitch in the second inning. That HBP is historic as Pete al so
is hit by a pitch in the sane inning two batters earlier to becone the first
brothers ever HBP in the same inning in baseball history! Congratul ations.

Sunday August 13 - Centennial Park (Doubl eheader)—- Vs El dredge
Club (AA) — Gane # 2 EB | oses 22-1.

EB 000 000 1- 1 6 2 (11-15 AA) (17-20)
EC 411(11)05 x-22 25 0

Di smal as we score our only run in the top of the seventh on a
doubl e play. Klunmpp’'r and Pep surrender five honers in the blow out and EB is
pounded on. The gane goes on forever as we are never even in the gane. W
collect only six hits in the ganme and fifteen overall for the day. Lenny has
two nore in the second ganme so by himhaving five of our fifteen overall,
there was not much hitting by the rest of the squad. Science can now cl one
sheep maybe we can clone Lenny. This really sucked today.



Monday August 14 — Sheridan Park — Vs Kuhn Construction (AA) — EB
| oses 5-1.

Kuhn 000 005

0-5
EB 100 000 O-1

6 0
52 (11-16 AA) (17-21)

Com ng off of yesterday’ s debacle, we pull ourselves together to
play a solid gane. B Ward pitches beautifully and makes a first inning run
hold up all the way to the sixth. We give up a three-run honer and a two-run
honmer in that sixth inning and that is all she wote. W again cannot support
ourselves with the stick. Only five hits on the night and nine strikeouts wll
not get you to many Ws. T Fox joins the klan. Ral ph has an interesting line
as he grounds out three tines to the first baseman. Eddi e continues to pound
the ball collecting two nore hits. If we only could get himin the Iineup
nore...

Tuesday August 15 — Delaware Park — Vs St. Janmes Zeniths (AA) — EB
wins 13-12.

EB 300 181-13 13 2 (12-16 AA) (18- 21)
STJ 003 315-12 12 2

What’ s going on here? W’ ve actually had a gane everyday (except
Sat urday) since Friday as we scranble to nake up the rainouts before the
pl ayoffs. This is our type of schedule as we have a playoff ganme Thursday, a
vi ntage ganme Friday and this weekends Ham | ton Tournanent. W can’t possibly
fit all these in can we? Tonight is a roller coaster ride of a gane that Pep
al nrost blows in the end as he barely holds the thirteen to seven lead in the
sixth and final inning as he comes on in relief of Klunpp'r. W junp up three
not hi ng on consecutive hits to open the gane by Pep, Ladori and Lenny. M key
and Danny drive us in. St. Janmes ties it in the third and EB scores in the top
of the fourth to reclaimthe I ead. We then surrender three in the bottom of
the frame and trail six to four going into the fifth. W start the fifth
quietly and with two out and nobody on base EB rallies up. The next nine
hitters reach base wwth Pep cashing a three run triple as the final hit as EB
posts eight two out runs. M key prol onged the inning when Lenny doubl ed and he
draws a catcher’s interference call to keep things alive. The | ead barely
hol ds as EB gets the final out wwth the tying run standing on second. Every
position in our order produces a run scored. B Ward drives in three, Lenny has
three hits and with the win we play Home Run Derby in the first round single
el i m nation on Thursday night.

Thur sday August 17 — Sheridan Park — Vs Honme Run Derby (AA
Pl ayoffs) — EB | oses 15-8.

EB 000 210 5- 8 13 4 (12-17 AA) (18-22)

HRD 213 351 x-15 20 1



Gone again in the first round. We go out in order in the top of the
first, surrender a two-run honer in the bottomof the frane and by the tine we
finally plate two runs in the fourth we are already down six zip. W give up
twenty hits in the loss including three honers, five doubles and three
triples. EB collects thirteen hits with Danny accounting for three of them and
he has our only extra base tallies, a one out triple in the second where he is
stranded and a two run double in the seventh. Wth Gon the DL the rest of the
year we al so are m ssing Eddie (out of town), Nate (out of town) and T Fox
(playing el sewhere). W are forced to bat Klunpp’'r in the nine hole and he
produces a hit and a run scored and we have called up Freddie Lugo fromthe
farmclub. Typical of the season. The players m ssing tonight were guys that
we had all year and helped us. It’s irritating to battle all year |ong and
cone playoff tinme people are on vacation or doi ng whatever type of bullshit it
is they are doing. It's like a slap in the face as EB is a skeleton of itself.
This is a weak end to our tumultuous season. EB stayed together battling to
the end al though the early strife clearly took its toll, as teamwrk seened to
go by the wayside. Losing our first five | eague ganes of the year did not help
but after that we played decent ball though we could play nmuch better and nuch
smarter. The El dredge O ub goes on to defeat Kuhn Construction for the second
year in arowto capture the |league title.

Friday August 18 — Burgar Park — Vs Welland Tenple Cub (35) — EB
| oses 10-4.

EB 101 000 2- 4 7 1 (18-23)
TC 240 022 x-10 16 2

A tune-up gane for this weekends Ham | ton Tournanment and al so the
debut of Ken White who was scouted by Ral ph at a banki ng appreciation party to
it’s high rollers at Pilot Field. Ral ph witnesses Ken going yard with wood and
recruits him He doesn’t disappoint with a boom ng double and a quick bat. He
has not played baseball in fifteen years but sure | ooks good. Pep starts the
gane due to the late arrival of a teammte but nust |eave the ganme due to a
swol I en knee fromlast night’'s gane. He’'s hospital bound to see if any
drai ning can be done so he can play this weekend. EB collects only seven hits,
Lenny has three of themincluding two doubles of his own as the squad is
hunbl ed. Hopefully no hangover fromtonight will carry into this weekend.

Sat urday August 19 — Bernie Arbour Stadium - Vs Detroit Hardboys
(35T) — EBwins 2-2. Due to injuries and Klunppr’s | ate defection, we have had
to recruit a few players. Tony O Grady and Bernie Arbour join the squad for
the weekend. Pep is still sem -disabled and we nust shuffle the lineup with
Lenny batting | eadoff and Ral ph back in his two hole spot. Mkey is now
batting third. W collect only four hits but masterful pitching by B Ward,
O Gady and Arbour keep the Detroit bats at bay. The only two runs we
surrender are the result of a horrific collision in right center between Pauly
and Lenny. Neither man calls for the ball and they run into each other ful



tilt. They remain prone on the field for ten m nutes. Both get up and renain
in the game, how we w Il never know, but Lenny has a broken bone in his hand
and Pauly is sporting a nasty headache. Detroit’s only two runs are a result
of this play but EB battles back in the sixth to tie the score as Ral ph scores
his second run of the ganme when driven in by Arbour. Better than an L but

still a gane we could have won.

Sat urday August 19 — Bernie Arbour Stadium - Vs St. Catharine’s
(35T) — EB | oses 11-5.

St. Kitt's 421 202-11 16 2
EB 030 020- 5 7 0 (18-24-1)

A serious blow to our title chances as we get down early and cannot
battl e back. Both still hurting badly fromthe first gane collision Lenny
somehow goes two for two and drives in three of our runs and Pauly drives in
our other two as we now need big tinme help in the other ganes. Pep throws the
last inning testing his whacked | eg. The tournament format actually could
allow us to reach the finals even though we are 0-1-1. St. Catharine’s lost to
Stoney Creek this norning and nust play Detroit tonorrow. W can bounce Stoney
Creek in our norning gane Sunday and will need help fromDetroit. If that goes
as planned we will rematch with the Hardboys in the finals. Not a big stretch
to have this happen.

Sunday August 20 — Mohawk Dianond # 2 — Vs Stoney Creek Aninals
(35T) — EB wins 5-4.

EB 003 002-5 8 1 (19-24-1)
SC 300 001-4 9 1

A wld gane that EB mracul ously pulls out to keep their hopes
alive. W nust win to have a chance but get down early by surrendering three
first inning runs. Lenny and Pauly are still feeling the effects of yesterdays
collision yet Pauly starts the game with a spectacul ar running catch on a
bullet to right field. Lenny is reduced to |leaving his glove on in between
innings as his hand is so swollen it is alnost inpossible to get it off. Lenny
starts his gane by being hit in the foot with a pitch as he fires his bat away
in disgust. EB ties the score at three in the third as Ral ph, Mkey and Kuhn
drive in runs. The score remains tied heading into the sixth. Atie game wll
knock EB out so we nust win. Wth two outs and Ral ph on first he steals second
and O Grady drives himin with the go ahead run. B Ward then cashes O Grady in
for a two run cushion. We will need it. In the bottomof the sixth Pep gives
up three singles and a wal k sandwi ched around a K This | eaves the bases
| oaded, one out and one run in. W pull the infield in and we get a K | ooking
on a three two pitch. Two out. The final hitter Ks to end the gane and | eave
the runners stranded. This is as jacked as EB has been all year. A huge



victory by a teamthat is seriously hurting and playing with a patchwork

| i neup. Everyone contributes as Perx, O Grady, M key, Ralph and Lenny score
runs and Ral ph, M key, Kuhn, O Grady and B Ward drive in the runs. Ralph
steal s a coupl e bases, none nore inportant than the one to put hinself in
scoring position in the sixth with two out. W now watch as Detroit beats St
Catharine’s to set up a rematch in the finals that will begin around 2:00.

Sunday August 20 — Mohawk Di anond # 4 — Vs Detroit Hardboys (35T) -
EB wi ns 22-12.

EB 141 50(11) — 22 20 5 (20-24-1)
Har dboys 075 000 - 12 13 1

We take the crown in one of the nost satisfying victories by the
teamin sone tine. W pound out twenty hits, nineteen of them singles but also
collect twelve wal ks as a resilient EB squad battles back from adversity to
take the title. Everyone in the lineup has at |east one hit, one RBI and one
run scored. Atotal teameffort. Wth as large a crowd as you will ever have
for one of our ganes, topping out at around twenty fans, the gane has it ups
and downs and all the drama you could ask for. EBis the crowd favorite as
believe it or not, the Hardboys are nore of an obnoxi ous bunch of a-holes than
we are. Pep’s |eg sonehow has | oosened up to allow himto play in the field
and al so bat. Lenny still nust |eave his glove on in between innings as his
hand is grotesquely swollen alnost as if he has el ephantitis. W junp up with
arunin the first and four in the second. W surrender the |ead by giving up
seven in the second. W get a run back in the third but kick the ball around
in the bottomof the franme and give up five. Trailing twelve to six and
listening to the Hardboys nouths seens to inspire the squad. W answer back in
the fourth wwth five of our owm and shut themdown in the fourth and fifth.
Trailing by a run entering the last inning EB puts on a rally for the ages.

W’ ve had to hear fromtheir bignouth first baseman how t hey have us where
they want us, as we will start the inning wwth our bottomthree in the order.
That is all we need to hear fromthese blowhards. B Ward draws a wal k to get
us started and Pete follows with a base hit. Perx goes up to bunt them over
yet Detroit breaks the cardinal rule by trying for the force at third. B Ward
beats the throw and we now have the bases | oaded and nobody out. The

fl oodgat es open as base hits and wal ks just keep com ng. W turn the order
over and B Ward cones back up and clears the bases with a boom ng double. Pete
drives himin with a single and both of themend up scoring two runs in the
inning. When it is finally over EB has posted eleven runs on five hits and
seven wal ks as Detroit is out of arms and the arns they have can not find the
pl ate as bench jockeying has gotten into their heads. Arbour shuts then down
in the bottomof the frane after seeing the “doctor” about his el bow and
finishes with a flurry as Perx snares a pop up at third to end the gane. What
a victory, easily the highpoint of the season. We rallied together and seened
to recapture the fun that had been nmissing all season |ong. Those post gane
beers taste the best as we hang and bask in our victory! Well-done EB.



Wednesday August 30 — Burgar Park — Vs Wl land Lesions (35) — EB
w ns 21-5.

EB 571 043 1-21 20 0 (21-24-1)
Lesions 300 101 0- 5 9 2

A |l augher as we cake wal k our way to victory. K Wiite is making
anot her appearance and does not disappoint as he hits two honers, a triple and
drives in seven runs! Eddie adds a double and a triple to go along with his
four hits, Pete scores four tines as he goes three for three, Klunpp r scores
three runs and the teamnever trails in the gane. Lenny’s hand is still nessed
up but he sonehow remains a hit machine and collects three hits but as our EH
tonight. Mkey is catching and Ralph is at first base. This was the Lesions
“A’” team tonight also which nade the pounding all the nore satisfying. Ral ph
is in his heavy recruiting node as we sit outside Burgar Park poundi ng beers
and working on Ken. He has given Ken one of his “A” cigars, this let’s us know
he i s serious!

Thur sday August 31 — Sheridan Park — Vs New York Knights (NL AA) -
EB | oses 18-13.

NYK 610 353 0-18 18 1
EB 022 304 2-13 13 4 (21-25-1)

By virtue of a sweep in the finals of our |eague playoffs we get
the use of Sheridan for one nore night. Runor has it they will tear up the
infield, re-sod, put in aclay infield and also build a pitchers nound before
next year. This could be a real sweet park with just a little basebal
specific work and upkeep. After all there is nore to working on dianponds than
sweeping the water off and cutting the grass. It would nice to throw off of a
hill that is above sea level. First inning blues again tonight as we are down
si X nothing before we even get a chance to hit. W scratch back to make it ten
to seven after four but just cannot hold down their |ineup as we surrender
ei ghteen hits and seven wal ks. M key drives in four and scores three tinmes for
our only bright spot. Pep fires a pitch behind the head of their catcher in
the top of the seventh after a base is stolen on him He's trying to teach
basebal | etiquette again. Tenple C ub tournament this weekend.

Sat urday Septenber 2 — Burgar Park — Vs St. Catharine’s (35T) — EB
W ns 4-3.

EB 022 000-4 4 1 (22-25-1)

St. Kitt’s 020 010-3 5 3

A 9:30 AMstart to the weekend begins great for EB as we vanqui sh
what shoul d be our toughest opponent. The squad only collects four hits but



three of them are doubles, we steal four bases and gather three wal ks to
maxi m ze our opportunities. Klunmpp'r, B Ward and Pep conbine to give up only
five hits and no wal ks as we take the opener. B Ward and Lenny each have a
double, a RBI and a run scored to pace the offense. Qur next gane Vs Barrie is
not until 3:30 so we are now off to the Blue Star for sone eats, as we get
ready for the next tilt.

Sat urday Septenber 2 — Burgar Park — Vs Barrie (35T) — EB | oses 11-

EB 000 00- 0O 0O 2 (22-26-1)
Barrie 013 7x-11 11 O

Such bullshit. For the second year in a row we defeat our toughest
opponent in the opener and then proceed to lay an egg in the second gane. Last
year we got beat by the Tenple Club after knocking off the Detroit
Schaeffer’s. This year we not only get beat by an inferior team but we get no
hit and mercy rul ed. W have al nost no hope of reaching the finals with the
format of this tournament and EB is a very dejected bunch.

Sunday Septenber 3 — Menorial Park — Vs Dufferin-Sincoe (35T) — EB
wins 11-10.

EB 400 025-11 15 5 (23-26-1)
DS 001 054-10 13 2

Pl aying for pride only we survive a four run bottomof the sixth
and hold on to win. Lenny is still playing with the broken bone in his hand
and Pep has shown up today unable to run or throw with various ailnments. He
bats last in the order and nust hit one handed and then playing first base
takes a ground ball off his knee and now can barely wal k. This | eads to sone
costly m splays that al nbst doomthe squad. Qur staff today is Ral ph (two
shutout innings), followed by B Ward, Klunpp' r, Pete and Pauly. Pete gets the
win and Pauly the save. Perx, Lenny and M key crash doubles, Pete drives in
three, Pauly two and Lenny two whil e Kuhn scores three tinmes.

Sat urday Septenber 9 — Greendal e El enentary School - Vs Pet anwawa
(35T) — EB wins 6-3.

Pet awawa 300 000-3 6 1
EB 004 02x-6 9 3 (24-26-1)

The opening gane of the Niagara Falls tourney is mred by confusion
as continued rain throughout the week has forced the novenent of ganmes to any
pl ayabl e di anond they can find. W are playing at an extrenely weak, even by
Buf fal o standards, dianond at a school. It has a very short right field porch,
whi ch has caused an early 1900's type ground rule to be put in place that



calls for a double on any ball hit over the fence in that part of the field.
Pep proceeds to actually pull a ball in the air to deep right field, a certain
honme run in al nost any park, but a ground rule double here. W give up three
runs in the top of the first but then Klunpp'r, B Ward and Eddi e shut down

Pet awawa the rest of the way. EB scores four in the third and two in the fifth
town it going away. Eddie, Pep, Mkey and Ral ph each pound out two hits and
each of themcollect a double. Kuhn and M key each are on base all three tines
by hits and wal ks as we are off to a good start.

Sat urday Septenber 9 — Greendale Elenentary School - Vs Dufferin-
Si ncoe (35T) — EB wins 10-2.

EB 340 12-10 13 2 (25- 26- 1)
DS 000 11- 2 5 1

We score three in the first and four in the second and don’t | ook
back as solid pitching by Klunpp' r, Eddie and Pep help EB to victory. Kuhn is
on base every time again in this gane with a wal k, a double and a honerun as
he drives in four runs. His honerun is to the deepest fenced part of the park
t hat does not have a ground rule associated with it in center field. Lenny is
three for three with three RBI of his own while Pete, Pauly and B Ward each
collect two safeties. Pauly’'s two base hits drive in a pair of runs. So far,
so good and now we match up in the norning with St. Catharine’s as they again
stand in our way of getting to the finals.

Sunday Septenber 10 — Oakes Park — Vs St. Catharine’s (35T) — EB
| oses 8-4.

EB 102 100-4 6 4 (25-27-1)
St. Kitt’'s 501 20x-8 8 2

For the unpteenth tine we are knocked out of a tournanent by St.
Kit's. We junp up with a run in the top of the first inning but have a
ni ght mari sh bottomof the first as we conmt three errors that |lead to five
unearned runs and Klumpp’'r |loses the strike zone as he hits a batter and wal ks
four consecutive nen before being relieved by Pep. W again do not pick up the
ball for himas we do not surrender a hit in the first inning but it ends with
EB in a five to one hole. Wirse is the fact that B Ward chases a pop up by the
EB third base dugout and slips on the concrete and danages his shoul der. He
needs to be renmoved fromthe gane and the lineup and his bat, glove and arm
will be mssed. We rally in the fourth to nmake the score six to four but a
base runni ng bl under prevents us from nounting a bigger inning as we are
thrown out at second base after rounding the bag to far and the throw in from
the outfield catches us off base. An absolute killer out as we have the m ddle
of our order comng up and St. Kit’'s on the ropes. W can’t do anything the
rest of the way and we again are bounced. This shit is sickening. Wy do we
play like this over and over and over?



Wednesday Septenber 13 — Welland Sports Conplex — Vs Wl | and
Chief’s (NL) — Gane# 1 Peace Bridge Series (Opener) — EB | oses 13-11.

Chief’s 621 100 012-13 21 4
EB 030 105 011-11 20 3 (25-28-1)

Pep starts and after getting the first batter out, surrenders six
runs to put EB in a hole right away that we never recover from W battle back
and actually only trail eleven to ten heading into the ninth. Pep goes the
di stance fashioning a neat twenty-one hitter. Three errors cost us seven runs.
Eddi e has four hits including a triple while Pep, Lenny, Danny and Pete each
slam three. However, the first inning set the tone for the gane and seens to
have defl ated the squad as we | eave el even runners on base.

Monday Septenber 18 — Burgar Park — Vs Welland Chief’s (NL) — Ganme#
2 Peace Bridge Series (EB down 1-0) — EB wins 12-8.

Chief’s 120 100 103- 8 9 3
EB 203 322 00x-12 15 7 (26-28-1)

W square the series on J Wrd's masterful route going
performance. He gives up four unearned runs early and six overall but Lenny
gui des himthrough sonme bunps in the road to coax a conplete gane out of him
He surrenders nine hits and gathers seven strikeouts. EB plays well at Burgar
and the Chief’s have sonme sort of negative karma at this park. Eddie | eads off
the gane with a honmer and continues to be out of his mind at the plate
collecting four nore hits, boosting his average to an ungodly .567 and driving
in three! He has another homer in the fourth, “only” his second and third of
the year, as line drives continually ring off of his bat. Kenny chips in with
anot her honer and a three-run double to straight away centerfield as he drives
in five and supplies EB with instant offense that we are just not accustoned
to. It sure is nicel W sonehow overcone seven errors as we collect six extra
base hits and five stolen bases. W are scranbling for players again tonight
and this means J Ward takes his potent stick to the place with him and
coll ects his usual oh for four. W steal five nore bases tonight and coupl ed
with the four in gane one have been successful on nine straight steals.
Vel | and has not attenpted one yet.

Wednesday Septenber 20 — Welland Sports Conplex — Vs Wl | and
Chief’s (NL) — Gane# 3 Peace Bridge Series (Series tied 1-1) — EB | oses 18-5.

EB 100 001 300- 5 12 6 (26-29-1)
Chief’s 355 500 00x-18 23 1

Forced to shuffle the roster again due to |late player arrivals,
injuries and personal issues, we get down early and | ose M key, who was forced



to start on the nmound, when he is renoved fromthe hill and Welland let’s the
unp dictate the rules of the Series to us. As a pitcher/DH Mkey is forced out
of the gane in the second inning as Klunmpp’'r and then J Ward are inserted in
the four hole. EB is pissed but cannot channel our anger into a solid
performance. Instead we play one of our worst ganes of the year and get
drubbed. Qur defense is abysmal and after an inning our teamjust forgets what
it’s supposed to do and | oses focus. Errors, both nental and physical, punish
our pitching. We conmt six errors that result in twelve unearned runs with
Klunpp’r, in typical fashion, bearing the brunt of our horrible play. He gives
up el even runs, ten of which are unearned in three innings of work. Typical is
the bottomof the third in which we trail eight to one. The first three
hitters reach base on errors en route to a five unearned run inning and this
ganme is history. The nine-inning format should give us hope no matter what
happens early, as witnessed in Gane 1's coneback, but it is not to be tonight.
After M key’ s bani shnent tensions between the squads nount and even mld
mannered Nino fromthe Chief’s shoots his nmouth off, incorrectly of course,
when Perx | ays down a perfect bunt to lead off the ninth inning for EB.

guess we were supposed to roll over and die. Pep collects three hits, Lenny, K
VWhite and Perx two each al though none of the twelve hits EB garners goes for
extra bases, stark contrast to the other night. Ral ph collects three stolen
bases and J Ward gets hooded.

Sat urday Septenber 23-24 — Qakville Tournament (35T) — Rained out.
The beat goes on. Saturday norning call fromRalph tells us that the entire
tourney has been scratched. W were going to this tourney as the Buffalo
I ndians to repeat fromlast year. W had a tough schedul e that included
Till sonburg and white Detroit on Saturday but we were | oaded with AK, Lew,
Randy, Blarr and Hetrick in addition to M key, Ralph, Len, Eddie, Kl unpp r and
Pep. Anot her four ganes w ped fromthe sked, which brings the season total to
a staggering twelve ganmes, lost to rain.

Monday Septenber 25 — Welland Sports Conplex — Vs Welland Chief’s
(NL) — Gane # 4 Peace Bridge Series (EB down 2-1) — EB | oses 6-4.

EB 111 100 000-4 7 0 (26-30-1)
Chief’s 010 010 04x-6 15 5

A must win gane for EB. Pep carries a four to one lead into the top
of the fifth when for the, who knows how many-ith tinme, we run their catcher
on a play at the plate, this time with K-Man doing the honors. He is out but a
shoving match/ m ni brawl ensues and Pep gets involved in it and is thrown from
the gane along with Nino from Wl land. Lenny had crushed a two-out doubl e that
K-Man tried to score on as he was waved in all the way fromfirst base. The
catcher again had to come up the line to get the throw and bl ocked the path to
the plate, which resulted in himgetting rightfully crushed. Pep acts |ike a
child and gets tossed fromthe stadium EB now shuffles its lineup with Eddie
comng into pitch and Kl unpp’ r assum ng Peps spot in the order. EB cannot



nmust er any nore offense and holds a four to two lead in the bottom of the

ei ghth. However, four straight hits to start the inning plates four runs and
after a | eadoff walk to Danny to start the ninth we go down neekly in order
and now are in a huge three to one hole. The squad plays errorless ball, Lenny
and Danny have two hits each and we steal five nore bases w thout being thrown
out but we Knine times in the losing effort. Sprackett for Welland injures
his knee while batting and nust be carried fromthe field. H's services for
Coop’ s this weekend and for Arizona in Novenber are seriously in doubt.

Wednesday Septenber 27 — Welland Sports Conplex — Vs Wl | and
Chief’s (NL) — Gane # 5 Peace Bridge Series (EB down 3-1) — EB | oses 9-7.

Chief’s 310 140 000-9 12 2
EB 100 212 010-7 10 4 (26-31-1)

W | ose the series for the second year in a row before we even get
to the Coop’s. Pep starts and i medi ately digs EB a hole as he gives up three
runs on four hits and a walk in the top of the first. W get a run back in the
bottom of the inning but Pep wal ks the | eadoff hitter to open the second who
ends up scoring and we are down four to one. W settle down but the fourth and
fifth inning are our dowmfall as we conmt three of our four errors on the
night and it costs us five runs. Pep throws away a two out conme backer for a
run in the fourth and we drop a one out can of corn in the outfield that costs
us four nore in the fifth. W steal TEN nore bases on the evening w thout
getting thrown out which brings our series total to a staggering twenty-seven
in five ganes with none thrown out. This has nmanaged to get us nowhere
unbel i evably. Welland has not attenpted to steal a base yet on Lenny’s rocket.
D Ladori and Pete each have two hits while Mkey collects three but again all
ten of our hits are singles and we | eave el even nmen on base. EB s only hope
now is to keep Welland wi nless in Cooperstown as that sadly is our weak mantra
for the weekend.

Sat urday Septenber 30 — Doubl eday Fi el d, Cooperstown, NY — Vs
Vel land Chief’s (NL) — Gane # 6 Peace Bridge Series (EB down 4-1) — EB wi ns
12-9.

EB 201 000 402 3-12 15 11 (27-31-1)
Chief’s 001 003 302 0- 9 12 4

A typical EB/Welland barnburner as the 112 fans in attendance
(Eddi e counted) is treated to a sloppy ten-inning thriller. N ne nore EB
thefts on the bases pave the way to victory as Ral ph and Lenny grab two and
Eddi e three as the pseudo EB track neet continues. Lenny slanms four hits,
Eddie three, Mkey and Pep two each as EB bangs out fifteen hits with Pep’s
doubl e the only one for extra bases. Mkey and Len each drive in a pair of
runs. We kick the ball around to the horrendous tune of eleven errors as Pep
goes the distance giving up twelve hits and offering 156 pitches. In typical



fashi on he cannot hold a two run lead in the bottomof the ninth but is able
to wiggle out of a two out bases | oaded jam when Eddie robs the third out on a
catch of a vicious |line drive that ends the ninth with the score tied. In the
tenth, Danny |eads off with a single, steals second and when Ral ph | ays down a
perfect sacrifice bunt, Ralph beats it out. Pete drives Danny in with a sac
fly, Perx then lines a single to cash his brother and Eddi e cashes Perx wth a
base hit. Pep wal ks the | eadoff hitter to start the tenth but Danny saves him
with a double play that he takes hinself to end the ganme. Back to the
cottages, but not before we alnost |ose our dinners staring at the hirsute
waitress at M ckey' s restaurant across the street fromthe park during our

post gane neal. Ral ph entertains us back at the Bayside with his take on EB

pl ayers m ssing signs on purpose during the game. The ruckus he causes,
throw ng pillows and carry on, brings Kathy Proulx up to the party cottage
thinking a brawl is taking place. Very funny evening is just beginning

al though this year we have decided not to cook up a feast and decide just to
hang out. Funny but subdued eveni ng.

Sunday Cctober 1 — Doubl eday Fi el d, Cooperstown, NY — Vs Wl | and
Chief’s (NL) — Gane # 7 Peace Bridge Series (EB down 4-2) — EB | oses 12-10.

Chief’'s 272 010 000-12 18 7
EB 202 201 210-10 20 2 (27-32-1)

Afitting end to a totally shit year in EB terns and in basebal
terms as we lose for the first tine to the Chief’s at Doubl eday. W give up
two in the first and seven in the second to dig an early hole but coll ect
twenty hits, only one for extra bases though in the |oss. Everyone in the
lineup has at |least one hit but we kill ourselves with sixteen nen |eft on
base and twice are thrown out on the bases by Welland’ s right fielder that
| eaves us scoreless in the second and fifth frames. Lenny conpl etes an amazi ng
year with three nore hits and four RBI and M key drives in three with two
hits. Eddie has four hits and Ral ph three as the squad picks up five nore
steal s. For the seven gane series EB steals forty one bases and is not thrown
out once and Welland does not attenpt even one. Only EB can turn that
advantage into a five gane to two series defeat.

The season is over and what a season it was. Everything is
forgotten as the crazy sunmer of 2000 is over. W suffered twenty three
rai nouts twel ve of which could not be nmade up and for EB that is very
traumati c as we each renenber Ral ph handi ng out our schedul es way back in the
spring and seeing that we would be playing in excess of seventy ganmes which
had us all drooling. W should have known it was to good to be true.

Regardl ess, we played a |ot of ball, nore than nost people, nanaged to have
sonme fun amdst all the crazy fighting we had and are commtted to cone back
in 2001 and do it again. After all, can it be any worse, weather w se or

turmoil wise, than it was this year? Don’t answer that.



